
Disappearance of 
"Duquesne Show 
Time” Brings a 
Flock of Regrets 


Snooky Lanson, Maureen Cannon and 
Jackie Heller in a Gay 'Nineties show. 


N ow that it is gone, a lot of 
televiewers are finally begin¬ 
ning to realize the consistently high 
calibre of Duquesne Show Time. Few 
people took the time to write TV 
Digest in praise of the program dur¬ 
ing its nearly two-year run (although 
they voted it the most popular local 
show), but since the announcement 
a few weeks ago that the series was 
being discontinued, the mail has been 
heavy with laments and regrets. 

This is invariably the case; flowers 
are for the dead and rarely the liv¬ 
ing. Unquestionably Show Time was 
the most ambitious undertaking in 
a one-channel market anywhere in 
the country. During late 1951 and 
early 1952, several attempts were 
made to approach the sponsors, the 
Duquesne Brewing Company, with 
the idea in mind of making it a full 
web program to be sold on a co¬ 
operative basis in those cities where 
the local brewery was not interested, 
but Duquesne executives were reluc¬ 


tant to lose control of the valuable 
property and the deal was never con¬ 
summated. 

The final death blow last month 
was a reallocation of budget, that 
old bugaboo of the advertising agen¬ 
cies and the entertainment world, 
and, for a time at least, the local 
television scene will be without a 
show which gained for Pittsburgh 
the interest and admiration of the 
country’s top - flight producers and 
the networks, as well. 

Show Time was the brain-child of 
Vic Maitland, executive vice-presi¬ 
dent of the Walker and Downing 
General Advertising Agency, who 
produced it for the Duquesne Brew¬ 
ing Company and fathered the pres¬ 
entation of four entirely different 
types of half-hour musicals alternate 
ing on a weekly schedule. The ro¬ 
tating segments were Bernie Arm¬ 
strong’s Welcome Aboard Club, Dr. 
Vladimir Bakaleinikoff and his Sin - 
fonietta. Slim Bryant’s Dude Ranch 
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and Harold V. Cohen’s Sarlight Re¬ 
vue. These varied entertainments 
brought to Pittsburgh some of the 
outstanding performers in the coun¬ 
try and a run-down of just a portion 
of the talent that came here for 
Duquesne Show Time sounds like a 
Who’s Who of show business: 

T ed Lewis, Rosemary Clooney, 
Maureen Cannon, Snooky Lan¬ 
son, Jan Peerce, Teresa Brewer, Bud¬ 
dy Rogers, John Loder, Kyle MacDon- 
nell, Don Cornell, Burl Ives, Mel 
Torme, Helen Gillette, Ethel Smith, 
Felix Knight, the Mills Brothers, 
Morey Amsterdam, Denise Darcel, 
Gil Lamb, Bill Lawrence, Ann Ayars, 
Marina Koshetz, Buddy Baer, Rudy 
Vallee, Georgie Tapps, Betty and 
Jane Kean, Marion Morgan, Bill Far¬ 
rell, the Golden Gate Quartet, the 
Beachcombers, Maurice Rocco, Vera 
Brynner, Eileen Wilson, Skeet’s Min¬ 
ton, the Four Lads, Jean Dickenson, 
the Charioteers, Cliff Harvout, Sid 



Fabulous Denise Darcel was a guest on 
one of Hal Cohen's Starlight Revue show$. 

Stone and Jeri Southern, to mention 
only a few. 

Show Time also did much to spot¬ 
light outstanding Pittsburgh talent 
and proof of its success in this re¬ 
spect is the fact that Johnny Kirby 
left the program to become the sing- 
(Continued on page 36) 



Even the "'long-hairs" enjoyed Slim Bryant and his Wildcats. 

December 20 , 1952 
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